Biophysics course evaluation questions. Please indicate your year and degree level (i.e., 4th year undergraduate, 2nd year PhD, etc.).

This 3-credit hour biophysics course was taught for the first time as a joint offering from two institutions collaborating over a long distance and an international border. It was therefore an experiment in several respects, with the students asked to take a chance on an unknown course, subject, instructors and mode of delivery. We realize that not everything was perfect on this first offering, and we would like to gather your feedback so we can improve the course. Therefore, your help would be much appreciated (probably also by future students) by providing us with feedback, constructive criticism, and suggestions for improvements. We truly appreciated having you in the class and want to know what you thought about it. We have posed below some questions on several topics, but also feel free to ignore them and provide your own free-form feedback. Thanks for taking the time to help make this course better!

Please indicate your agreement (1=little agreement, 9=full agreement), or elaborate by typing your response:

1. Would you prefer more theory or more example systems to be shown?

2. Do you think you would benefit more from more regular homeworks or having them grouped less frequently?

3. Was there a particular topic for which you would like to have seen more/less in-depth material?

4. Was there a topic you particularly liked/disliked ?

5. This class opened my eyes to Biophysics and I am now more interested in it than I was before

6. The class was exciting and interesting, it made me curious and made me want to learn more about this topic

7. Having to present a paper through this online method made me nervous, I would prefer to stand in front of the class and deliver it the traditional way.

8. The class was too difficult

9. I liked the presentation part, I would like to do more of this type of literature research

10. The instructors were always accessible for questions

11. I need a professor with office hours when I can visit in their office; video conferencing/email/telephone doesn’t suffice when I have questions.

12. There was too much homework, I would prefer a midterm and a final

13. The class focused too much on math and not enough on practical applications

14. I now want to use some of these techniques in my own research

15. I plan to join the hands-on workshop/lab section for this course this summer

16. The course is too difficult/too much work for just 3 credits

17. I feel fortunate to be able to have this material presented by 4 different people known for their expertise in their fields; other courses I have taken do not offer this.

Questions about the online format:

This was the first time we taught an entire course completely online. This took some adjusting by both the instructors and the students. We want to find out how much of a help or hindrance the online presentation format was. Please indicate your agreement (1=little agreement, 9=full agreement):

How useful was it to have lectures/transcriptions/slides available for download online:

· It is very helpful  to be able to go back to sections I did not understand and review the actual lecture

· It would take too much time to review anything online so I never looked at them.

Online presentation of an entire class can be more difficult than delivery in a classroom since there is no eye contact and person-to-person interaction is not as direct. Does that detract from the learning experience?

· The online presentation allows me to concentrate better on the material

· I would ask more questions if the lecturer and I were in the same room

· It bothers me that I cannot see the instructor and the other students; a classroom presentation would be better

· I loved that I could participate from anywhere

· I loved that we could participate in a class with a University in a different country

· I would recommend this class to my peers

· The technology issues interfered with the delivery of the content

· I kept losing connections

· sound/video quality was bad 

· Zoom is not compatible with my computer/mobile device

Comments about instructors: Please feel free to provide your feedback to each instructor. What you like/dislike, what specific suggestions you have for improvement in content, delivery, and interaction with other students:

Please indicate your take on the accessibility of each instructor for questions. We noticed that students rarely took advantage of contacting the instructors for questions - why was that? Any suggestions for making this online format more interactive? Please elaborate:

